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now prosperous and consequently happy. The speaker felt sure that if 
the Saints as a whole would act on similar advice, the Church and the 
people as individuals would be relieved of all their business embarrass- 
ments. The result would be that the people of God would be lenders and 
not borrowers of money. At present, however, we came far short in the 
payment of our tithes and offerings. The principle of tithing was not 
instituted by man. God revealed it. It was a law, and the Latter-day 
Saints should live up to it. | 

The speaker made an individual promise that if the Sainte would fulfill 
these requiremente and refuse to sign notes and give mortgages, they would 
be extricated from all their financial buraens. The banking system was 
supported by the payments of interest on borrowed money. Numbers of 
people had lost their homes by engaging in enterprises in which the Lord 
had no part. The path of the counsel of the servants of God had not 
been pursued. It was a day when retrenchment and prudence in all 
things were necessary. The speaker related individual instances of 
wastefulness in the household, which he was afraid was altogether too 
general. Nothing that could be utilized ought to be allowed to go to 
waste. 

Reverting to the mission field, it was predicted that, although 1,700 
Elders were now engaged in it this was scarcely a beginning to what 
would be in the future. The messengers would be in sufficient number 
to go to all the world and preach the Gospel to all nations as a witness, 
before the end would come. We were here to be taught in the things of 
God not only the things spiritual but also in relation to matters temporal, 
that the designs of God in reference to His great work might be fully 
carried out. , 


ELDER JOHN W. TAYLOR, 

of the same quorum, followed. He bore testimony to the — * of 
Elder Merrill and the spirit of encouragement which had accompanied all 
the instructions of the Conference; the ruling principle being that God 
gives no commandnient unless He opens the way for its accomplishment. 
He had been particularly pleased with the idea of the sisters accompany- 
ing their husbands on missions, on account of the opportunity thus pre- 
sented to teach the women of the world, even, if necessary in the tempor- 
ary absence of their husbands. Good rewalte had followed this work i in 
some missionary experiences in Colorado. 

Elder Roberts had referred to the witnesses of God in the ae ae! ee 
Elders who were called to represent His work. There were other wit- 
nesses referred to in III Nephi, 28, where Christ was speaking to the 
Twelve Apostles on this continent, and promising three of them that 
they might remain on the earth until His second coming, the same privi- 
lege that was granted to John the Revelator. They were rendering great 
assistance in turning the hearts of the people of the world toward the 
truth of the Gospel and the ministrations of the Elders. — ‘ 

ELDER JONATHAN d. KIMBALL, | 
of the First Council of Seventy, was the next speaker. eon the 
great desire of the Saints for the word of God, those who had spoken had 
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It was now the du 
digest and carry into practice the instructions given. He was very much 
interested in the financial condition of the people because under monetary. 


‘difficulties, it was hard for men to be cheerful and faithful in the work of | 


God. One way out of tliis difficulty was to give employment to the 
people. Work was more worthy of desire and consideration than money. 
Large farmers should see that employment was furnished to the people, 
who should be content to receive payment in the products of the farm. 
He deprecated the tendency to pauperize young and able-bodied men and 
women through fast offerings and other means of free support. Tod much 
pride and not enough diligence was manifested by some of the young 
people. There was need of new pioneering and colonizing movements 


in Utah and elsewhere, to relieve the congested, poverty-stricken condi- | 


tions of towns and cities. 

God bad promised to provide for His people, but this would be brought 
about in His own way. To this end, due generosity should be manifested 
by those possessing an abundance. The redemption of Zion from its 
present condition could be brought about only through the wise solution 
of the problem of labor and the proper reward of labor. To be blessed 
all should labor for Zion, for the covenant they were under demanded 


their self-sacrifice for the good of thie. cause, even the sig of all * 


have on the altar. 

PRESIDENT r. SMITH 
was the closing speaker. He read from the Book of Mormon, 4th chapter 
of Mosiah, the instructions of King Benjamin unto his people in relation 
to faith in God, appreciation of His goodness and overwhelming greatness; 
also as to repentance, humility and true charity in giving succor to the 
poor and the needy. The speaker thought that perhaps the words he 
had. read might to some extent apply to the Latter-day Saints, although 
he believed them to be the most kind-hearted people to be found anywhere. 
He related a test which bad been applied in this regard by a returned 
Elder from the Southern States, He visited numbers of the people in 
Utah as a preacher of the Gospel, but did not disclose his identity as a 
“Mormon.” . In. soliciting aid he did not meet with a single refusal. 
President Smith related a number of incidents which had come under his 
own. observation. He held that the sentiment of the Latter-day Saints 
generally was to help the poor; that was the feeling of every faithful 
member, of the Church. He showed that there were very few, if any, 
beggars who had standing in the Church. The discourse was devoted to 
the 2 of . and the necessity of discouraging * 


The e On the mountain's top appearing 
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° Prayer by Elder Elias H. Blackbarn. 

Singing by the choir: 
Behold; the mountain of the ile 8 

abstracts of reports were read by President ph F 


ude of Primary association reports for year ending! 0 ember 318 
5 Tuis report val those of four Stakes of Zion. | 
Number. of Associations, 459; number of officers, 2803; b iy 
members, 33,449; total, 36,242; showing an increage.of 2,190. Number 25 
regular and other meetings held, 14,738; number of brie soe aye eadin 
and other exercises 149,953. Louie B. Felt, President; Lillie 
First Counselor; Josephine R. West, Second Counselor; 3 AMARA 
Secretary and Treasurer. 

Synopsis of Sunday school statistical report for 1897: 5 

mber of Sunday schodle—in the organized Stakes of he 05 * 

the foreign missions of the Church, 361; total, 991. Number of school: 
held during the year, 39,470; total number o pupils—males, 46,454; 
females, 49,578; total number of officers, teachers and missionaries, 13,596; 
total, 110,728, | 

"Considerably more than one-third of the children attendix Sem e 
are in the primary department (including the E . 

In the Stakes of Zion the average number of times school h n held 
during the year is 454. 8 

The most noticeable feature of the report is the great inorease in sc 
and attendance i in the foreign missions of the Church. There, are 180 
N States mission alone, and more than 130 on the isles of the 

0. 


ELDER GEORGE TEASDALE 

of the Quorum of the Twelve, read from the third chapter of ig meer 
ing that portion of it which embodies the statement of the Savior to 
Nieodemus regarding the indispensable character of baptism of water 
and of the Spirit. He also referred to the revelations of the same 
ancient Apostle, predicting a departure from the true order of the Gospel, 
and the restoration of that divine system of salvation in the latter tines. 
The speaker testified that such a restoration has occurred, and, as in times 
of old, all who embraced the truth were offered and entitled to an ind. 
vidal: testimony that such a step was approved of God. This Wan the 
message of the Elders sent into the world by the Church, It was the 
word of God to the nations and those who rejected it were under cotidem- . 
nation. The Church as revealed in this day through’ thé instrdmentality 
of the Prophet Joseph Smith, had all the characteristics of that ‘which the 
Savior established in His day and. time, including spiritual gifts and 


graces. 

The speaker next dwelt upon the disastrous results of financial’ ‘debt. 
He also spoke upon sound versus superficial education. He then drew 
attention to the evidences that the community of Latter-day Saints was 


founded upon a basis, by properly building upon which it was sure 
attain to true eee in the earth. This people, while realizing their 
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woakmens'were striving to produce. the works of righteousnes. He 
the Saints to fulfill. the law of God in relation to both temporal 
| apiritua): things and all would. be well, and especially advised his 


JOHN RENRY SMITH. 
ference, all of which had been calculated to lead to reflection on the good- 
ness ¢ of God. Those who had been called out of Babylon and their 


people in the past, and briefly suggested the dessons of frugality incal- 
cated thereby. He spoke also of ‘the missionary work performed dy thie 
young men under the auspices of the M. I. A., and its beneficial effect 
upon the young. This merely gave an idea of the possibilities of mission- 
ary work among the covenant people of God. Their testimonies had been 
tecéived by many but there was great necessity that the work should be 
‘continued, in order that its effects might ‘be made more permanent. The 
labors of such an array of young men as had been brought to a realization 
of the responsibilities resting ‘upon them, would no doubt add great 
strength to the work of God; and it was to be hoped that their own lives 
would be enriched and gladdened by the new light they had received. He 
trusted that all who had been aroused to a better knowledge of their 
obligations would continue such ministrations until all now within the 
pale of Gods full favor are brought to mme their relation- 
ship to their Father. * 

Saints to ally themselves with the various fraternal societies formed out- 
side the Church. He thought mutual aid societies could be formed in the 
various Stakes under the direction ‘of the imenibers of the Church, all 
their profits being kept at home, and their full Denefite received here. 
Some care should be bestowed upon such organisations, und the associa 
tion of the Latter-day Saints in other societies be diseouraged. 

President McKinley in his effort to secure peace, and the speaker trusted 
that everything possible would be done to prevent the shedding of bleed. 
He thought that the prayers of the people should be offered up in behalf 
of the government that peace might be established and the work of carry- 
ing the Gospel to the nations be uninterrupted. They should not Join in 
liberty, salvation and righteousness. 

At the conclusion of Elder Smith's romarc the great congregation aon 
and, with the choir, sang with desp feeling, 
“My countey “tis thes, 
spoke briefly upon the —— with 
experi- 
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‘ence with Zion’s camp. He referred to a prophecy of the Prophet Joseph 
‘Smith; given at that time, to the effect that the Latter-day Saints: then 
but a handfal, would become a great people in the Rocky Mountains, and 
that Christ would visit them there; they would also fill North and Beuth 
America, and finally the whole earth. President Woodruff said he had 50 
doubt that many of the children of the Saints now living would live to 
‘see the Savior when He should visit His people in this mountain region. 


ELDER FRANCIS M. LYMAN 


ol the Quoram of the Twelve, was the closing speaker. He telt that this 

was a great day for Israel, when the nucleus and progress of. the work of 
God could be so plainly manifested. to the world, to the honor and glory 
of God. More labor was being performed than at any time in the past, 
all labors being crowned with increasing success. No time would. come 
-when difficulties would be wanting so long as the people. were in need of 
the development and purification gained through such experiences. 
establishment and maintenance of peace should be encouraged, . but in 
case of difficuties the Latter-day Saints had always responded willingly to 
the call of duty because of their love for their country. But war was not 
at all desirable. Its avoidance should be een, it posible with- 
out dishonor. 

War was always terrible and all ene unite in becoming W 
whe should be called the children of God.” The predictions of Christ 
regarding the wars and rumors of wars to come, and His caution to the 
Saints not to be troubled thereby, were referred to, and all were exhorted 
to be ready always for the coming of the Son of man. This event would 
not be delayed, and the watchmen on the walls of Zion would be ready to 
sound their warning to those within, when trouble nt them as 
foreseen. 

Eider to the generous to the Elders 
ta the Southern States during his recent visit there, and testified . with 
gratitude to the change of feeling toward the Latter-day Saints brought 
about by God in response to the predictions made by President: Woodruff at 
the dedication of the Temple in this city. The speaker. nore a, faithful 


fullness of the Gospel and its ability to meet all requirements of the human 
family. The Saints could afford to be generous in their treatment of the 
various denominations in the world, and could afford. to give them every 
opportunity to present their. views, as they were willing to grant .the 


‘same privileges to us. In conclusion he gave valuable advice which would 
lead to the temporal salvation of the people, and exhorted all to he, atter 


day Saints in every particular. seid 

“The Holy City,” was beautifully sung by Brother George D. Pyper.. 1 
The choir and congregation sang: 

Praise God from Whom J An e Flow. 

— 4 till 10 a. m., Sunday, April 1 ich. 
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NEW — CONFERENCE. 


— 


convened in the Northumberland Hall, 2 oa Street, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, Sunday, May 8, 189898. 

Meetings were held at 10:30 e ab 9:20 and 6:30 p.m. Among 
those present were the presidency of the European Mission, Rulon 8. 
Wells, Joseph W. MoMurrin and Edwin F. Parry; President Jos. B. 
Walton and all the Traveling Elders of the Neweastle Conferenoe. 

At the: morning session the general authorities of the Church and 
presidency of the European Mission were presented and unanimously 
sustained. Elder Jos. B. Walton was sustained as president of the New- 
castle Conference. The Traveling Elders of the Conference were sustained 
in the following districts: James E. Meek, Edward Sutton, John Hous- 
ton and V. R. Pugmire in the Newcastle district; Dan Muir and Ephraim 5 
Briggs in the Carlisle district; Wm. J. E. Albrand and L. J. Brown in the 
Stockton district; Heber T. Booth and Nels Nelson in the Stanley distriot; 
A. A. Gibbons snd John Jepson in the Spennymore district. 

The statistical report for the past five months was read as follows: 
Missionaries, from! Zion, 14; (High Priests, 1; Seventies, 13); local Elders, 
20; Priests, 10; Teachers, 8: Deacons, 17; Wann 212: total officers and 
members, exclusive of missionaries from. Zion, 261. Tracts distributed, 
22,953; houses visited in tracting, 7,349; houses visited by invitation, 943; 
Gospel conversations, 1,715; books distributed, 138; hal] meetings held, 
20; Bible classes, 3; Priesthood e 2. Baptisms, 6; children, blessed, 


8; ‘emigrated, died, 
The speakers at the morning session were Elders J. B. Walton, John P. 


Burt, John Houston and Edward Sutton. In the afternoon Elders V. R. 
Pagmire, J. E. Meeks and Rulon S. Wells occupied the time. The speakers 
of the evening session were Elders Edwin F. Parry and Jos. W. McMurrin. 

the meetings. 

May 9th, at 10 Ame ‘Priesthood hela. at 37 
Road, Jeamond, where the Elders reported their labors and listened to 
some excellent instruction and umely advice given by the presidency of 


the mission. 


Line steamer which left on April 
arrived in New Vork on May 9, 1898 with passengers on board err 


ConFERENCE Norion A ol Saints! in the 
Irish Conference Distriot will be held in the Whitehall Buildings, Ann 
Street, Belfast, on Sunday, May 23 1608. ‘Mestings’ will’ commedise ‘at 
10:80 m., and at 2:50 and 7 bm. 
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“THURSDAY, MAY 13, 1808. 
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RAYS OF LIVING. LIGHT. 
111 


DIVINE AUTHORITY. 

ordinanoes Void if Performed Without Astthority. 
the Gospel reſerred to in previous traots of thls ‘sora, 
cannot be effectually administered without divine authority. ‘That author 
ity does not and eannot originate in man, It may be assume ‘it iu true, 
and presumptuous men may claim to be called of God without oommuni- 
cation from Him. But their performances will be without avail and, will 
not be recognized in heaven, either in time or in eternity. When there 
in no xevelstion from God there can be no divine authority on earth. 
Baptiem, even if solemnized according to the form and pattern followed 
by the Savior and His appointed servants, will be of no avail. and will 
not bring remission of sins, unless the officiating minister has receiv 
authority from Deity to act in the name of the Father and of the ‘Son 
and of the Holy Ghost. Men may lay their hands on the ‘baptized be. 
liever in the form of confirmation, but if they have not been ‘divinely 
appointed to do so, the Holy Ghost will not flow to the convert, and the 
performance will be void in the sight of heaven... Those: who have the 
temerity to act in that manner will be counted guilty of taking the name 
of the Lord in vain. No council, convocation, conference, synod, or pres 
bytery, composed of any number of learned, devout, and venerable’ per- 
sons, Without divine communication can confer the smallest amount ¢ 
divine guthority, Their power is only human, their decisions," their t = m- 
missions and their creeds are equally valueless in the plan of salvation. 

the desired to with man on He 
aglected. His own representatives and endowed them with authority to 
speek and act in His name, What they uttered by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, and what they administered as He directed, was recogni 
by Him as if performed and spoken by Deity in person. When He gave 
them authority to call and ordain others to the same duties, their admin- 
istrations were also accepted by the Lord, and were folly efficacious. ‘This 
divine authority was called the Holy Priesthood, It.was beatawed in the 
earliest ages. It existed among the Patriarch, was oxercived in the 
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Moste dispensation, was held by many of the Prophets, and was estab- 
lished in the Christian 

The ‘higher; inclaides the ‘lower, came as the Met 
chisedek: Priesthood. This was because Melchisedek, the King of Salem, 
who lived in the time of Abraham and from whom, the father of the 
faithfal” received his blessing, obtained: great power in that: Priesthood. 
It is referred to in the Epistle to the: Hebrews, 7th chapter. Much con- 
troversy has arisen over the meaning of the third verse, which says: 
“Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither begin- 
ning of days nor end of life, but made like unto the Son of God; abideth 
a Priest continually.” The difficulty has atisen through the applitation 
of these remarks to the individual instead of to the Priesthood which he 
held. The higher, or Melchisedek’ Priesthood was not limited, as the 
Levitical order subsequently was, to à special lineage. It did not depend 
upon parentage or descent, and it was an eternal Priesthood, those who 


possessed it worthily retaining it through life, and and 


The lesser. Pridepioed: wer the 
line of the first born, and has therefore been called by his name. It had 
authority to administer in the lesser: ordinances and in temporal affairs, 
But no man could take this honor unto himself. He must bo called of 
God as Aaron was, or he could not hold that Priesthood. (Heb. 5: 4). 


under his 
No man can Amme the Priesthood. 


This being 0 as a matter of eures no man can take unto himself the 
higher, or edek. Priesthood... Unless called of God by revelation 
and properly ordained, he could. not obtain that authority. Even Jesns 
of Nazareth, though. He was the Son of God, did not assume that Priest 
hood. He.was ‘called of God, a High Priest after the order ot Molchis 
edak. I in written further; 80 also, Obriat, glorified not himself to be 
(Heb. 5: 5) 
Chciet'a. Apogtion. 


age that this Prio d, in both: of its branches or orders, waa done away 
in Obrist. That it hes not been on earth for several centuries may be 
trae, and thergtore the authority to administer in the name of the: Lord 
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Christ as “a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedek was conferred 
by Him upon His Apostles, to whom He gave the keys of that power and 
authority, so that what they sealed on earth should be sealed in heaven, 
and whit they loosed on earth shouldbe loosed in heaven. (Matt. 18: 

18). He said to them: As my Father hath sent me, even eo: send I 
you.” (John 20: 21). Again He said: “Ye have not chosen me, but I 
have chosen you, and ordained you; that ye should go and bring forth 
fruit and that your fruit should remain.” (John 15: 16). The Apoatles 
thus authorized had power to call others to this Priesthood and ministry, 


Lesser Priesthood not Abolished. 


L commandments in which the lesser or Levitical 
Priesthood administered was fulfilled in Jesus Christ, but the Preisthood 
or authority to administer in the name of the Lord was not then abolished, 
the higher, or Melchisedek Priesthood wasrestored. That was the change 
in the Priesthood referred to in Heb. /: 12: For the priesthood being 
changed, there is made of necessity a change also of the law. From this 
it is evident that the Priesthood was not abolished, but the Jaw of the 
Gospel being introduced by Christ in place of the Mosaic code, the higher _ 
Priesthood was also introduced, for the Gospel is a higher law than that 
of Moses. The sacrifice of animals in which the lesser Priesthood admin- 
istered was no longer required, after the great sacrifice of the Son of God 
of which they were typical, s0 that function of the lesser; or Aaronic — 
Priesthood was discuntinued. But the administration of the ordinances of 
the Gospel was necessary, and could not be rightfully performed without 
divine authority. Therefore, the Priesthood of God held by Jesus Christ, 
and by His Apostles and by others ealled of God through them, v 
part of and essential to the Christian dispensation. : 

of God. 

The term called of God,“ appears to be as much e eee ints 
the subject of the Priesthood of God. Men assume to act in the nam of 
Jesus Christ, either because they feel or imagine they have a call in their 
hearts to this ministry, or because they have been called by some person 
or cunclave having no more divine communication and authority than 
they had themselves. In contrast to their assumption let ‘us view the 
case of Saul of Tarsus, afterwards called Paul the Apostle. In the narration 
uf his case as given in Acts 22, he says that on his way to Damascus the 
Lord Jesus Christ ene 66 him in glory, and he was stricken blind 
thereby. He received his sight by miracle and was informed: “The God 
of our fathers hath chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and 

see that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth: For 
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— —— — 
another divine communication, informing him that the Lord would 
send him unto the Gentiles, (Verses 12-21). . After all this he was not 

Tedkaitibal: that Paul was ordained to the Priesthood: or authority to act 


in the name of the Lord. It is stated that certain Prophets and Teachers 


vers in the Church at Antioch, and “As they ministered to the Lord, 
and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work ‘wherennto I’ have called them. And when they had fasted and 
prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.” (Acts 13: 


2, 3; see aleo Acts 9: 15-18). Paul in his epistles invariably declared 


that he was not called by the will of man; and he taught that no man of 
himself could rightfully assume the authority to administer in the name 
of the Lord. To the Galatians he wrote: “Paul, an Apostle, (not of men, 
neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who raised him 
from the dead)“ (Gal. 1: I). to Titus, Paul said: “For this 


cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that 
are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee.” | 


(Titus 1: 5). Writing to Timothy, Paul says: “Neglect not the gift 
that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of 
the hands of the presbytery.” (I Tim 4: 14). It was * the 
seven Deacons were ordained, as recorded in Acts 6: 6. ae 
Officers in Christ's Church. 

That there was s divinely appointed ministry in the Chureh established 
by our Savior, must be evident, to every mind open to the truth, on read- 
ing the New Testament; also that it was essential to the Church, and 
that without it there can be no true Church of Christ on earth. 
Explaining this subject and stating the order of the Christian ministry 
given by Christ, Paul says; “And. he gave some, apostles; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers.” (Eph. 4: 11). These 
inspired men were, as we have seen, called of God, not of men, and were 

and ordained: to their respective callings by divine authority. 
It is claimed: that these were necessary ouly in the first days of the Church 
of Christ on earth, and that they are no longer needed. Bat the succeed- 
ing verses of the scripture we ‘have quoted show most positively to the 
contrary, They were given, Paul says: “For the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ; till 


: 
* 
* 
4 
1 
~ 


800 LAT TER. DAY SAINTS’ ‘MILLENNIAL ‘STAR. 


Ohrist; that we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and ‘fro, and 
catried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, ani 
cunning ‘craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.” (Verses 12,14) 
Without these divinely ordained and inspired men, holding this. Haly 
Priesthood, the work of the ministry cannot be performed aceeptehly te 
God, neither can the Church be perfectad. They are absolutely necessary 
until all shall come to the unity of the faith and a knowledge of the Son 
of God. The absence of that divine authority, and of the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, has caused the division and dissension that new exist among pro- 
fessing Christians, who are, tossed to and fro and carried abont with 
every wind of dogtrine,” led hither and thither by ynauthoriged and 
uninspired men, and: by the “enuning oraftiness” whereby hirelings who 
preach for money, lie in wait, to deceive” and ue en andise af 


0 souls of men. 
eae God's House a House of order. . 
ordinanees, baptisms, confirmations, erformance: 
and ceremonies that have been instituted by men and conducted 
under merely human authority, whether devoutly, sincerely, and 
piously, or with wilful intent to impose upon the i ignorance and credulity 
of mankind, are void in the sight of heaven, are not recognized « of God, 
and have no virtue or effect as aids to salvation. God's house is a house 
of order, aud He will accept. only that which He has authorized and 
ordained. However startling this may appear, it is the eternal truth, 
which will stand the test of both reason and revelation. Truth is posi 
and will prevail. The remedy for these tremendous evils will be 


out in succeeding pampbleta. Ww. 
4 ‘DESIRE ron GREATNESS. 
Ir is a mistaken desire for young people to wish to be gr Fa 


for them to aim to be useful. The useful boy or girl w * 
ruling desire is sure to be more happy chan it he or she foarte tor po 
tion i in order to be considered great. an. 
It is said that in the “pitied? Prayer 
following language occurs: “From the unhappy desire of being: great, 
good Lord, deliver us“ While we may not admire the aystem ai printing 
nrayers for people to repeat, there is nevertheless in this santiment, 
thing to be commended. - It is an excellent condition of fe : | 
content with what one really is, and not to be striving omer 
of reach, with the idea that it will make one greater. Ambit 
22 people on in that direction should be checked. in apne . 
n 


ot wish to convey the idea that all heh not strive 
This 80 6 should do. Bat it is not necessary that greatness ‘should 
be sought for in order to have excellence. | Some people are not content 
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to Work in nne they find themselves They are discon- 
tented with their lot. They look at somebody else, and think how fortu- 
naté that one is, and how happy they would be were they in that position. 

But happiness is not always the result of outward circumstances. Men 


and women derive their happiness from within. A contented spirit is ok 


iteelf a continued’ source of enjoyment: Poor men, in humble eiroum- 
statices and o ‘obscure Hves, can be as happy, and frequently ate, ae the 
_ richest and greatest in the land. They carry their happiness with them, 
because they find it in the contented, humble and thankful spirit which 
they possess. They see constant cause for gratitude in the circumstances 
in which they are placed. If in no other way, they can easily perceive 
how much worte & position they might be in than they are. But a really 
thunkful man perceives many reasons for praising the Lord for what He 
has done; and instead of looking at others, and drawing an unfavorable 
conttast between his position and that of others, he seen abundanv causes 
for gratitude to the Lord. 

It is related of a Chinese mm that when he was a young man 
be was'so poor that he had no shoes, and went barefooted. He valked along 


one day very sad, feeling to murmur at his fate, when he saw approaching 
him 4 man with a peculiar walk. When they met he perceived that the 


pooe fellow had no feet, and was stamping along without them. At this, 
he téproached himself for his murmüuring, and said: “Here is this man 
apparently contented’ without feet, while I, who have my feet 


goitg along 
but only lack shoes, om ‘repining’ and unhappy.” This proved a N 


lesson to him. 


in which might'not be mach worse; onic tn this reflection we should find 


comfort und cause for thankfulness. 

We would like to impress upon our bang readers the eren of 
striving to be useful in whatever‘station of life they may find themselves. 
Welkapplied industry will make every human being useful, and no one 
dan be truly great without being useful. Each of us can be distinguished 
in the sphere in which we act by our 2 Cannon, in 


Br looking over numerous criticisms of Mormonism that have found their 
way, recently into public ‘print, it appears clear that to many it is con- 
sidered strange that its teachings are so largely accepted wherever pre 
séntéd. © Very few endeavor to account for this fact except by stating 
that the ious system mentioned is. n swindle,” a “blazing mark of 
and 80 on- modern expressions presumably for those anciently 
1 “to the Gospel: “A stumbling block” and “foolishness.” A 
oughtful consideration, however, « of the present condition of the world 
and a correct . of the principles enunciated by the latter-day 
nessengi for t s progress of. the Gospel in this age on 
us. to those that mad e Christianity i in the early ages a 
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The century in which we live and on the last scenes of which the curtain 
is about to fall bas taught mankind one great lesson among others. 
It has shown that liberty, freedom from restraint, is not in itself sufficient 
for happiness, or omnipotent as to the moral regeneration of mankind. 
There has been an awakening from the delirious dream that. dethroned 
the Almighty and deified human reason. The gift of liberty has taught the 
world that the more perfectly this blessing is enjoyed the more need there 
is for the divine guidance that alone can check the evil ial 8 
mankind and guide those that are good into the right. channels. The 
world is about to realize the great fact that divine guidance is as much 
needed as it was in the early history of our race when great for ward 
strides were to be taken towards the unknown future. . The earnest desire 
on the part of many is, therefore, for light from heaven, for, that oom - 
munication with the Almighty which made it possible for Israel to be 
the bearers of truth in the ancient world, or the test een . become 
witnesses in the later dispensation. 5 
Another fact is that arts and sciences have bad pa i say 8 — Sa 
giving satisfaction. If the prophetic declaration: Many shall run to 
and fro, and knowledge shall be increased, is applicable to any century, 
it is to this. Science has penetrated to the farthest boundaries of the 
universe of which our earth is but an atom; it has analyzed and weighed 
the immense orbs that move in, boundless space; their trackless, paths 
have been mapped out and the laws that govern their rythmic movements 
explained. Science has found its way. seemingly. to the very border of 
physical creation, where but a step, apparently, remains between what is 
sometimes called the material and immaterial; the great hahitation of 
man has been searched from roof to cellar and ite structure and history, 
its possibilities and probabilities have been discussed. The arte. have 
kept pace with the sciences. The knowledge gained has been. utilized 
in every department ot life until the very forces of heaven and earth have 
been summoned into service. But after all, the hunger, and thirst for 
knowledge of God and of the destiny of man remain unsatisfied, as far as 
scientific solution of those problems go. The thoughtful among men 
commence to understand that the reply to those most vital questions is 
and must remain outside the reach of telescopes and microscopes as well 
as beyond chemical analysis and mathematical calculations. When, there- 
fore, the “final experience, the final lesson,” as Mr. Gladstone calls.death, 
comes, something more satisfactory is needed, something that can be 
supplied only by revelation. It is felt that a rock is needed on which, to 
build, strong enough to remain unmoved by the raging storms of adver- 
sity and the swelling tide of death. 1 
The condition of the Christian churches be it said ina spirit of kind. 
ness and humility—is not such as to meet the new requirements. With 
few exceptions they disclaim direct divine guidance and spurn revelation 
in this age. They offer their own deductions as doctrine and leave 
sometimes in the dark as to the possibility of obtaining abeolass Hae 299 
edge on vital points. That modern Christianity is unable, without 
changing its position, to meet new requirements is well. admitted by hose 
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qualified to speak on the subject. A New York paper recently submitted 
some questions bearing on the future of religion to several prominent 
divines. Among the replies are — interesting statements. Prof. 
Joseph le Conte takes occasion to say: 


We must make wide distinction Christianit: and 
the orthodox theology of the churches. I am equally sure that this latter 
must be profoundly modified. The whole for of systematic Christian 

must be restated in terms of modern thought. 


Prof. Alexander Bae N e thinks another Luther may 
arise. He says: 
“The divisions of and conceptions of Christi- 
anity, some widely prevalent, whose decadence would be for. the — 
„are hindrances to the progress of the true Gospel. True, but refo 
as come before now, and it may.come again. Another Luther, ivy the 
needful modifications, may arise. The Providence of God always finds 
needed instrument. And a beneficent Providence must care for a . 
like that of Jesus. 


W. S. Rainsford. DD, in thee tollawing manner: - 


“What is the chief danger thr threatening all religious bodies, all cutie of 
organized Christian bodies, to-day? I believe it is the danger of confus- 
ing man’s past thinkings about 9 Christ, or, in other words. Christian 
— — with the revelation of God’s nature and man’s capacity for 

ness, which Jesus Christ brought into the world and — 1 brings. 
an's thinkings are often like old lea ves on a living tree once they have 
served their time and done their work they had better go. At one time 
they are all-important. They are quite useless and in the way at another 
time. At one season they help the tree to live. At the next season, if 
they don’t give way to new, living leaves, their tendency is to kill it. e 
living tree is Christ Jesus, the revelation of God. The leaves are man’s 
thoughts about Him. The tree must stand, the leaves must go.” 


Dr. Heber Newton: 

“If it” [Christianity] “is to maintain the faith handed down from the 
fathers, the great essential beliefs in God and immortality and the divine 
manifestation in Jesus Christ, with the other faiths clustering around 
those central beliefs, Christianity must be prepared to effect a reconstruc- 
tion in theology of a most momentous character.” 

The need of the hour for a Christianity identical with the “living tree” 
and deprived of all its dead leaves and branches is felt by the masses as 
well as by their ecclesiastical leaders. And therefore the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ commends itself to them. There is a power in it—the power of 
God—manifest in the humble testimony to the fact that God has again 
revealed Himself. And as the acceptance of this testimony is followed by 


the assurance which only the presence of the influence of the Holy Spirit 


in the soul can give, as well as by numerous manifestations of divine 
power, it cannot be deemed strange that many believe and find peace. 
Indeed, it is more strange that so many turn away in unbelief. The 
whole history of the Latter-day Saints is a divine seal attesting the 
presence of the Holy Spirit in the soul. Can there be given any stronger 
evidence of the truth of the system called by the world “Mormonism?” 
That so many in the full glare of Christianity fail to understand it is one 
of the anomalies of the present time.—Deseret Neos. 
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